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About

Faces of Agent Orange is part of the Agent Orange Education Campaign, a
project of Vietnam Veterans of America.

Description

In Vietnam, herbicides were sprayed from fixed wing and rotary aircraft, trucks,
and backpack sprayers to clear vegetation around fire bases, landing zones, and
along river banks. The herbicides were named for the color-coded bands on the
55-gallon drums in which they were shipped; examples included Agent Blue,
Agent White, and the most extensively used herbicide, Agent Orange.

Agent Orange is a combination of two compound, 2, 4-D and 2, 4, 5-T,
technically known as chlorinated phenoxy acids in ester form. The most
dangerous element of Agent Orange is a contaminant present in the
manufacture of 2, 4, 5-T; this impurity is known chemically as 2, 3, 7,
8-tetrachlorodibenzo-paradioxin, or more commonly, dioxin. Levels of dioxin in
Agent Orange ranged from less than 0.05 parts per million to almost 50 parts
per million.

Some three million veterans served in Southeast Asia, and no one knows for
sure how many of these veterans were exposed to Agent Orange. Some of
these personnel were deployed in areas during and immediately after spraying
operations, while others actually handled Agent Orange and did the spraying.
Veterans exposed to Agent Orange and its dioxin contaminants have reported a
variety of serious health problems and symptoms; these include chloracne, skin
lesions, liver damage, loss of sex drive, changes in skin pigmentation, and
sensitivity to light, numbing or tingling in the extremities, sore joints, cancers,
and birth defects in their children.

Many Vietnam veterans have serious illnesses related to Agent Orange
exposure. Now, their children and grandchildren have birth defects related to it.
Learn more about the struggle to identify the effects of Agent Orange and find
treatment for those who served, their children and their grandchildren.

Significant numbers of Vietnam veterans have children and grandchildren with
birth defects related to exposure to Agent Orange. To alert legislators and the
media to this ongoing legacy of the war, we are seeking real stories about real
people. If you wish to share your family’s health struggles that you believe are
due to Agent Orange/dioxin, send an email to mporter@vva.org or call
301-585-4000, Ext. 146.

*VVA reserves the right to copy, reproduce, or publish any photos or
information shared.

http://www.vva.org/disclaimers.html
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